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GENERAL AND PERMANENT LAWs-1964
the religious faith of the parents, then of the religious faith of the
child, or if the religious faith of the child is not ascertainable, then
the faith of either of the parents.
SECTION 21. Payment for care or support of children.-When-
ever a child is committed by the court to custody other than that
of his parents, or is given medical, psychological or psychiatric treat-
ment under order of the court, and no provision is otherwise made
by law for the support of such child or payment of such treatment,
compensation for the care and treatment of such child, when approved
by order of the court, shall be subject to whatever provision may be
made (for the financing of indigents) by the county. The court may,
after giving the parent a reasonable opportunity to be heard, order
and decree that the parent shall pay in such manner as the court may
direct such sum, within his ability to pay, as will cover in whole or
in part the support and treatment of the child. If the parent shall
willfully fail or refuse to pay such sum, the court may proceed against
him as for contempt.
SECTION 22. Criminal jurisdiction of court.-(a) The court
shall have criminal jurisdiction concurrent with other courts having
such jurisdiction to try all cases involving an adult charged with
the following offenses:
(1) Bastardy;
(2) Deserting, abandoning, or failing to provide support for wife
or minor dependent unmarried children in violation of the law;
(3) Contributing to the delinquency of a minor; and
(4) All those offenses enumerated in Sections 20-301 and 20-302,
of the 1962 Code.
(b) Upon a magistrate's issuing a warrant charging any person
with commission of any of the foregoing offenses, the court shall have
power to receive a plea of gtiilty from the person so charged if such
person waives presentment or indictment by the grand jury.
(c) Upon the grand jury's presenting or indicting any person for
commission of any of the foregoing offenses, the circuit solicitor may
transfer the case, indictment, and all pertinent records to the court
for trial or plea. Such trial shall be without a jury unless the defend-
ant demands a trial by jury, and in that event the court shall remand
the case to the circuit court.
(d) The court shall have the power to impose the penalty or sen-
tence provided by law for such offenses.


